
JCERT Other Sources

Total 

Preliminary 

FY22 Budget
JCERT Other Sources

Total 

Estimated 

FY23 Budget

Revenue

JCERT Sales Tax 6,400,000       -                    6,400,000$      7,617,001       -                    7,617,001$      

Interest Earnings 2,000              -                    2,000$             4,300              -                    4,300$             

Tuition 4,142,296         4,142,296$      -                  4,059,039         4,059,039$      

Release of Previous Bond Fund Balance -                  -                    -$                     -                  -                    -$                     

Build American Bonds Interest Subsidy -                  -                    -$                     -                  -                    -$                     

Total Revenue 6,402,000$     4,142,296$       10,544,296$    7,621,301$     4,059,039$       11,680,340$    

Expenditures

Administrative/Student Services

Scholarships 150,000          -                        150,000$         138,565          -                        138,565$         

Salaries and Fringes    15.49 FTE (staff)                        226,456          236,046            462,502$         193,545          259,827            453,372$         

Public Relations and Recruitment 821,074          -                        821,074$         816,691          4,551                821,242$         

Library 9,000              -                        9,000$             6,365              -                        6,365$             

Administration and Travel 320,000          -                        320,000$         312,727          -                        312,727$         

Total Administrative/Student Services 1,526,530$     1,762,576$      1,467,893$     264,378$          1,732,271$      

Programmatic 

BBA                                                       Spring 2011 324,791          300,000            624,791$         323,515          193,585            517,100$         

BSIT                                                       Fall 2012 450,410          108,002            558,412$         411,740          111,864            523,604$         

Project Management - MS & ME            Fall 2013 149,544          100,350            249,894$         270,173          181,878            452,051$         

Project Management - Undergrad 103,683          -                    103,683$         -                  -                    -$                     

PSMAS - Environmental Assessment    Fall 2013 88,909            236,357            325,266$         97,101            187,881            284,982$         

Exercise Science                                   Spring 2014 -                  299,445            299,445$         281,339            281,339$         

BAS in Biotech (includes Director)          Spring 2014 257,984          26,800              284,784$         280,204          10,991              291,195$         

Lab Cost -                  -                    -$                     -                  -                    -$                     

Communications Studies                           Fall 2014 128,840          -                    128,840$         132,629          100                   132,729$         

Masters in Accounting                             Fall 2014 424,492          -                    424,492$         364,632          -                    364,632$         

Applied Statistics                                    Fall 2015 -                  947,972            947,972$         -                  1,262,850         1,262,850$      

Civil Engineering                                    Spring 2016 176,705          9,143                185,848$         187,621          9,141                196,762$         

Software Engineering Certificate            Summer 2016 26,522            26,522$           17,319            -                    17,319$           

Info Assurance & Security Certificate     Summer 2016 158,483          18,870              177,353$         139,245          100                   139,345$         

Applied Behavioral Science                      Fall 2018 -                  436,115            

Environmental Studies -                  -                    -$                     -                  -                    -$                     

PSMAS Environmental Geology 162,874          -                    162,874$         138,966          -                    138,966$         

Professional Management (SPS Core) 76,351            -                    76,351$           47,034            -                    47,034$           
Bachelor in Health Sciences (BHS) 141,179          -                    141,179$         276,775          -                    276,775$         

Total Programmatic 2,670,767$     2,438,980$       5,109,747$      2,686,954$     2,675,844$       5,362,798$      

Facility Expense

Building Maintenance 159,100          -                    159,100$         89,734            89,734$           

Custodial Service 22,794            -                    22,794$           3,781              -                    3,781$             

Withheld by Trustee for Debt Service & Trustee Expenses 1,688,703       -                    1,688,703$      1,692,370       -                    1,692,370$      

Security -                  38,000              38,000$           -                  41,669              41,669$           

Technology 181,500          -                    181,500$         194,257          -                    194,257$         

Utilities 155,500          2,000                157,500$         112,616          2,267                114,883$         

Total Facility Expense 2,207,597$     40,000$            2,247,597$      2,092,758$     43,936$            2,136,694$      

Total Expenditures 6,404,894$     2,478,980$       9,119,920$      6,247,605$     2,984,158$       9,231,763$      

Revenue less Expenditures (2,894)$           1,663,316$       1,424,376$      1,373,696$     1,074,881$       2,448,577$      

Less Current Amount Set aside for Capital Reserve -                  -                    -$                     -                  -                    -$                     

Less Current Amount Set aside for Operations Reserve -                  -                    -$                     -                  -                    -$                     

Operating Account - Beginning Balance 735,504          5,286,718         6,022,222$      1,559,283       5,078,806         6,638,089$      

Operating Account - Ending Balance 732,610$        6,950,034$       7,446,598$      2,932,979$     6,153,687$       9,086,666$      

All Accounts - Ending Balance

Operating Account 732,610$        6,950,034$       7,446,598$      2,932,979$     6,153,687$       9,086,666$      

Capital Reserve 440,000          -                        440,000           440,000          -                    440,000           

Operations Reserve 400,000          -                        400,000           400,000          -                    400,000           

Total All Accounts - Ending Balance 1,572,610$     6,950,034$       8,286,598$      3,772,979$     6,153,687$       9,926,666$      

Johnson County Education Research Triangle

KU Edwards Campus Budget Report

Proposed FY22 Budget Actual FY22 as of 6-30-2022
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Enrollment 
 

 

  
 
 

The JCERT academic program credit hours were up 2.6% compared to last fall. JCERT program enrollment  
accounted for 44.2% of the total credit hours generated at the KU Edwards Campus for the fall 2022  
semester. This fall semester also marked growth in student credit hours for undergraduate JCERT programs  
with a 6.6% increase, led by an 60.2% increase in the health sciences programs and 34.7% in the information 
technology program. The civil engineering program led graduate JCERT growth with a 33.6% increase. 

 

 
See appendix for program-level data.
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Program Highlights 

When seeking new talent, a clinical research clinic in Lenexa looks to the 
biotechnology program at KU Edwards Campus 

Submitted by Cameron Birdsall on September 21st, 2022 
 

Since its beginnings in 2016, the JCERT-supported biotechnology undergraduate program at KU Edwards 
Campus continues to provide a pipeline of valuable talent for local employers.  

 
 

 
 

 
As the industry of clinical research booms locally and across the country, the JCERT-supported biotechnology 
program at KU Edwards Campus continues to produce well-rounded graduates that add value to the companies 
that hire them. Through strong connections with bioscience and clinical research companies around Kansas City, 
KUEC’s biotechnology program provides internship and career opportunities for students looking to enter this 
growing field. 
 
One local bioscience company that works closely with KU’s biotechnology program is ICON – formerly PRA Health 
Services – a clinical trial and research center located in Lenexa. Becky Losh, senior talent acquisition specialist at 
ICON, says the company’s history with the biotech program at KU Edwards has been, and continues to be, 
beneficial for all involved. 
“When I came on board in May with PRA Health Sciences, a prior senior leader had begun building a relationship 
at KU and was serving on the advisory board with the biotech program,” says Losh. “PRA was acquired by ICON, 
but our focus on early talent with KU Edwards continued. We met with Randy Logan and Scott Zerger to discuss 
opportunities to stay connected and engage with students in the program.” 
 
One of the many benefits for students in KU’s biotechnology program is the opportunity to work closely with local 
employers like ICON, who recently sponsored the program’s senior capstone projects for both the 2021-2022 and 
2022-2023 academic years.  
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“We’ve received great interest from biotech students in opportunities with ICON historically,” says Losh. “In 2022 
we hired four summer interns, and I believe two are being extended through the fall as they work on their senior 
capstone projects.  All four performed well during their internship.”  
 
Since its start in 2016, KUEC’s JCERT-supported biotechnology program has focused on teaching content that’s 
relevant to the needs of local industry, and developing a pipeline that helps undergraduate students quickly enter 
the workforce after graduation. Losh agrees that KUEC’s program continues to set itself apart from other 
biotechnology programs. 
 
“Although many universities have a biotech or clinical research program, they are not all created equal,” says 
Losh. “I have noticed that KU students are well-rounded with soft skills. They’re strong communicators with a high 
attention to detail, and show adaptability, resilience, and initiative. Those soft skills, combined with the education 
and knowledge they are gaining from their coursework, makes them ideal candidates for the clinical research 
industry.” 
 
To meet industry demand, Losh anticipates that ICON’s connection to KUEC’s biotech program will continue to be 
an important component of their hiring strategy. “The clinical research industry is booming and continually 
growing,” says Losh. “Due to ICON’s performance year-over-year, I anticipate continued growth – meaning we will 
need to hire more talent each year.” 
 
As the bioscience industry continues to grow, Losh understands the importance of biotech programs like KUEC’s, 
and the crucial role they play in preparing graduates with the skills and knowledge they need to quickly enter the 
workforce and create value for the local employers that hire them. 
 
“In recruiting, we commonly find that there are not enough qualified and experienced candidates to do all the 
studies that are out there, so building this early talent pipeline to grow into experienced and senior roles is vital to 
continue lifesaving research.”  
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For 100 years, KU’s Colorado field station provides geology students 
with valuable hands-on experience 

 

Submitted by Melinda Cordell on September 1st, 2022 
 

"On field trip days, we pile in a van and drive along winding roads or steep cliff faces to see demonstrations of active 
environmental investigations," Marcia Schulmeister, professor and director of the Professional Science Master’s in 
Environmental Geology program. 

  
Every year, KU Geology students 
take part in a century-long tradition 
– learning geology in a remote, 
mountainous area 35 miles north of 
Cañon City, Colorado.  
 
This past July, Marcia Schulmeister, 
professor and director of the 
Professional Science Master’s in 
Environmental Geology program, 
created and taught a new 
environmental hydrogeology course 
at KU’s field station, allowing 
graduate and undergraduate 
geology students to gain valuable 
hands-on experience in the subject. 

 
 
What is hydrogeology and why is it important?  
Hydrogeology is a subset of geology that deals with the distribution and movement of groundwater through the soil 
and rocks of the Earth’s crust. The work of the hydrologist is unlocking the information that groundwater carries. 
Hydrogeologists can find the places where water filters into the ground, what sediments and bedrock it filters 
through, and how the water interacts with those minerals. The study of hydrogeology is key to discovering 
underground sources of creeks and rivers and identifying groundwater contaminants that need be blocked off or 
purified. 

Water is one of our most important – and drastically limited – resources. As climate change accelerates, rivers are 
drying up and groundwater is retreating deeper into the earth. At the same time, chemical waste, both old and 
new, is leaching into groundwater and surface water, affecting all living creatures that rely on it. 
Hydrogeologists are fundamentally important and desperately needed to help keep water pure and create sources 
of fresh water to those who need it. 

A field camp perfect for geology students   
 
Purchased in 1922, the newly named Robert P. Harrison Field Station has been used by KU’s geology department 
to conduct various geological studies. The area has an especially diverse group of rock exposures and types that 
are easily accessible to the geology students. 
 
“Our camp is located steps away from a mountain stream that we can access at any time and leave equipment set 
up at,” says Marcia Schulmeister, Professor in the Department of Geology and Director of the PSM-EG.  
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The field station is located near the Cripple Creek & Victor Gold Mine, an active mine known as the richest in 
Colorado history. They’re also close to a contaminated groundwater Superfund site where uranium was milled for 
yellowcake (a solid form of mixed uranium oxide) in the 1960s and 1970s, releasing radioactive materials and 
heavy metals into area ponds.  
 
Students in the environmental geology program met with local environmental professionals for a close-up look at 
how Superfund investigations and mining operations managed their water resources and how this affected the 
local water supplies over the years. 
 
State-of-the-art tech for strategic environment assessment 
 
Technology has changed drastically over the past one hundred years. Students in this year’s hydrogeology field 
course successfully coordinated the drilling of two wells using drilling rigs with hollow-stem augers and split spoon 
samplers. Students also installed transducers that remotely record water levels and temperatures in the well every 
30 minutes.  
 
“A variety of state-of-the-art tools, equipment, and methods used in the environmental industry are used in this 
course,” Schulmeister says. “We teach their use in a series of groundwater and surface water monitoring 
exercises.” 
 
This year marks the first time that students had Wi-Fi access at the camp. Thanks to the new Starlink satellite 
system, students are able to download reading material and group data sets. Students can now access the data 
on the U.S. Geological Survey website and other real-time monitoring networks, which allows them to check their 
measurements and data against those obtained by professional hydrogeologists at nearby stations. 
 

 
Students of the KUEC hydrogeology course install stream-bed piezometers at the Robert P. Harrison Field Station. 
 

  



6 

 

What does an environmental geology student study in the field?  
The students typically have busy, long days in the field in the hot summer sun. Class is scheduled to begin every 
morning around 8 a.m., with a short discussion in the main cabin, but daily activities vary.  
“Depending on the exercise of the day, we may head out to Four-Mile Creek in chest waders to evaluate stream 
hydrology or chemistry, or we might put on our field boots and hike across a floodplain to measure soil moisture 
and permeability,” says Schulmeister. “On field trip days, we pile in a van and drive along winding roads or steep 
cliff faces to see demonstrations of active environmental investigations.” 
 
During their time at the field station, the students take part in a variety of exercises applicable to a career in 
environmental geology. They learn how to take core samples of sediment and rock, and how to record and 
measure the many different kind of information that a core sample yields; they conduct stream assessments to 
identify contaminants, and to find what the geochemical conditions in the stream are, and how water in local 
streams and creeks are interacting with the groundwater. They learn how to drill, develop, and sample a well, and 
much more.  
 
For students, an added bonus to being on-site is being able to see, in real time, how unexpected hydrologic 
events like intense thunderstorms can affect the area’s hydrologic systems. According to Schulmeister, the natural 
events “make more sense when you are there to see it happen in person,” instead of in the pages of a textbook.  
 
On the last day, hydrogeology students toured Marble Cave and Fly Cave, where both students and faculty 
received an extremely close-up and personal view of groundwater in some of the narrow passages. 
 

What are the career benefits of a master’s in environmental geology?  
Schulmeister says that employment possibilities for environmental geology students are plentiful. “Most students in 
this course are either currently employed in, or will seek employment with, environmental consulting or 
geotechnical firms,” she said. “Some will work with government agencies that focus on mining, water resources 
management, environmental assessment, or remediation of contaminants. Some will become teachers, and 
others may end up working in real estate redevelopment of contaminated land.” 
 
Outside of the career benefits, this field course offers students the opportunity to enjoy the grandeur of nature 
among rock formations that would be the envy of any dedicated rockhound. 
 
“Students enjoy being totally immersed in the field work and living in the mountains,” Schulmeister said. “They 
reside in camp cabins for a week, get to know each other, and are free to enjoy the Cañon City region in the 
evenings … Escaping Kansas in July to spend a week in the mountains is a nice bonus, too.” 
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About the PSM in Environmental Geology at the KU Edwards Campus 
The PSM-EG is taught online, with students located all over the U.S. (and one student in Abu Dhabi). All students 
are required to take three hours of in-person field study. The Hydrogeology class fulfills that requirement, giving 
graduate students hands-on experience through real-life, active investigations of the environment. 
 
A wide range of careers is available to PSM-EG graduates, including: 
Sustainability consultants 
Environmental consulting 
Environmental impact assessment 
Water resources management 
 
The Professional Science Masters in Environmental Geology is a collaboration between the KU Department of 
Geology and the KU Edwards Campus. The PSM degree is a two-year online master’s program focused on 
developing future government and industry professional leaders in environmental geology with a wide array of 
tools to address environmental problems. 
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Student Impact 
 

Healthcare strategist and economics instructor earns Master’s in 
Applied Statistics, Analytics & Data Science, has future plans to 

teach full-time 
 

Submitted by Cameron Birdsall on June 9th, 2022 
 

Rising up at KUEC: In this Q&A series, outstanding 2022 KU graduates share how the KU Edwards 
Campus has helped them start, advance, or change their career.  

Meet Dylan Arndt. 
 

Dylan Arndt, Assistant Vice President of 
Healthcare Strategy for Kaufman Hall and 
online economics instructor, graduated from 
KU this May with a Master of Science in 
Applied Statistics, Analytics & Data Science. 
Arndt chose to pursue his master’s at KUEC 
because of KU’s academic reputation and 
the ability to earn a degree while working full 
time. 

“KUEC exceeded both my personal and 
academic needs. Course information was always 
clear and easy to follow. The instructors – even 

though courses were online – found ways to reach students through a combination of discussion assignments, 
office hours, and recorded lectures.” 

What is a typical day in your life like?  I spend most of my time analyzing hospital prices and reimbursements, 
and then assisting clients with making strategic decisions based on the analysis I deliver. Depending on the time 
of year, I might also hold online lectures or office hours in the evening where I teach undergraduate students on 
the principles of microeconomics.  

What makes you the happiest? Nothing makes me happier than working through a complicated problem or 
developing a product that helps others more easily interpret information.  

What motivates you? I am always thinking about how my actions today will impact the future for not only myself 
but my loved ones.   

Why did you choose KU and the Edwards Campus? Studying through the KU Edwards Campus allowed for 
me to pursue a world-class education while also giving me the opportunity to continue my career in analytics and 
consulting full time.  

How did KUEC meet your personal and/or academic needs? KUEC exceeded both my personal and 
academic needs. Course information was always clear and easy to follow. The instructors – even though courses 
were online – found ways to reach students through a combination of discussion assignments, office hours, and 
recorded lectures.  

  



9 

 

How has your degree prepared you for the future? The courses I completed to earn my degree exposed me to 

several analytical tools and relevant software packages that I have already added to my professional toolkit. This 
knowledge has helped improve my efficiency as a lead healthcare analytics consultant while also preparing me for 
interview questions I may have to answer in the future.  

What was the most difficult part of earning your college degree and how did you overcome it? The MS in 
Applied Statistics & Analytics program introduces students to many different statistical software programs. This 
provides a great opportunity to gain exposure to new options when carrying out an analysis, but it can be 
challenging to troubleshoot errors on your own if an application is new to you. This is where I found the discussion 
boards and office hours particularly useful. The discussion boards were almost always active with questions, tips, 

and other useful insight from my peers and instructors.    

What is your proudest accomplishment? My proudest accomplishment to date was finding the resolve to move 
to Vietnam and then Thailand after concluding my studies in economics in 2013. The circumstances associated 
with moving to a new country with language and cultural barriers challenged me in ways that I have not been 
challenged since.     

What is your favorite memory of your time at KUEC?  My favorite memory was passing the comprehensive 
exam. There was a lot of build-up and anticipation leading into the exam. It was a rewarding experience and it 
helped tie everything I learned in the program together.  

What are your long-term career goals and how do you plan to achieve them?  In the short-term, I want to 
continue working my way up in the healthcare analytics and consulting world; however, in the long-term, I am 
working toward transitioning to teaching economics and statistics full time. 

What advice would you give others who are thinking of earning a degree, whether a first-time bachelor’s, a 
second bachelor’s or a master’s? Higher education is about so much more than just absorbing information. It’s 
about honing your mind in such a way that will enable you to understand concepts and think critically on those 
concepts in ways that you otherwise wouldn’t.  

If you have the opportunity to pursue higher education and you have found a program that is aligned with your 
interests and passions, I strongly encourage you to take full advantage.  
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Environmental studies bachelor’s degree graduate jumps into PSM in 
Environmental Assessment, preparing for a career in research 

 

Written by Hannah Michell… on May 15th, 2022 . Last updated May 15th, 2022. 
 
Rising up at KUEC: In this Q&A series, outstanding 2022 KU graduates share how the KU Edwards 
Campus has helped them start, advance, or change their career. Meet Courtney Becker.  
 
Courtney Becker, Overland Park native, transferred from Johnson County Community College to the KU Edwards 
Campus at the age of 23 to apply her love of outdoors 
to earning her bachelor’s degree in environmental 
science. 

“I am genuinely so proud of myself for going back to 
school at 23,” she said. “I did not think that I would do 
as well as I did, and at the time it was such a scary 
decision, but ultimately, this degree changed the 
course of my life.” 

For her capstone project, lauded by her 
professor, Mark Jakubauskas, Becker developed a 
plan for an “urban food forest” for the City of Lenexa, 
focusing on a site at Sar-Ko-Park Park.  The project 
required calculating current maintenance costs for the 
park area, developing a soil remediation plan, and 
then a planting plan to create “guilds” of plants that 
would provide food, fix nitrogen, promote pollinators 
and suppress plant pests.  

Becker is now pursuing her PSM in Environmental Assessment, well on her way to her goal of a life of research. 

What is a typical day in your life like? I try to spend a little time outside every morning with my rescue pup, 
Laika. When I am not working on coursework, I love to tend to my jungle of houseplants and my garden. 

What makes you the happiest? Anytime I’m able to spend time outside with my loved ones, whether that be 
through hikes or just visiting a local park, I feel the most joy. 

What motivates you? Especially in the context of environmental studies, I love identifying problems in a system 
and brainstorming multi-pronged, holistic solutions. 

Why did you choose KU and the Edwards Campus?  As a working-class student, I needed a campus that had 
night classes and online options for courses. Similarly, the ability to seamlessly transfer credits from Johnson 
County Community College helped to make the transition to a bigger school less stressful. 

How did KUEC meet your personal and/or academic needs?  KUEC allowed me to pursue an education 
in Environmental Studies and discover my desire to continue my education at the master’s level through the PSM 
in Environmental Assessment. 
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How has your degree prepared you for the future?  Pursuing a degree in environmental studies helped to 
contextualize how climate change might impact this region, and what I can do to better prepare this region for 
climate change impacts. 

What was the most difficult part of earning your college degree and how did you overcome it? 
The most difficult part of earning this degree was finding the balance between working full-time and maintaining 
grades. I think pushing through the busiest days and rewarding myself with small moments of rest helped 
significantly to keep me motivated. 

What is your proudest accomplishment?  I am genuinely so proud of myself for going back to school at 23. I 
did not think that I would do as well as I did, and at the time it was such a scary decision, but ultimately, this 
degree changed the course of my life. 

What is your favorite memory of your time at KUEC? I will always look back fondly on memories from Field 
Ecology. Putting up field cameras that captured deer, coyotes, and more, and taking stream samples were two of 
my favorite activities that we did. 

What are your long-term career goals and how do you plan to achieve them?  I would love to pursue a 
doctorate in the environmental science field and become a professor somewhere in order to continue conducting 
research. I completed an independent study, in which I researched if seeding prairie grasses in urban soils has the 
capability of reducing compaction. This feels like a small step towards pursuing a life of research. 

What advice would you give others who are thinking of earning a degree, whether a first-time bachelor’s, a 
second bachelor’s or a master’s?  Change is scary but remaining stagnant is even scarier! Pursuing a degree is 
a huge step towards investing in yourself, your community, and your environment. Stepping outside of your 
comfort zone to work towards a degree will challenge you immensely, but simultaneously it will be the most 
rewarding experience of your life. 
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Environmental studies graduate looks forward to career making 
positive change 

Written by Hannah Michell… on May 14th, 2022 . Last updated May 14th, 2022. 

 
Rising up at KUEC: In this Q&A series, outstanding 2022 KU graduates share how the KU Edwards 
Campus has helped them start, advance, or change their career. Meet Cloey Adrian.  
 

Cloey Adrian, 21-year-old Bachelor of Science in Environmental Studies 
May 2022 graduate, said choosing KU and the Edwards Campus was the 
best decision she has made. 

“The environmental studies degree is unique and versatile and has 
provided me with new opportunities in both my academics and future 
career options,” Adrian said. “The staff and professors are all kind and 
caring and have been essential to my success in getting my degree and 
finding a career path that is perfect for who I am and what I am wanting 
out of life.” 

 

 

 

Adrian completed an internship with the City of Overland Park under the direction of another standout KU 
graduate from the Edwards Campus, Ian Fannin-Hughes, in the summer of 2021. During her time as an intern she 
helped discover a serious sewage leak into Tomahawk Creek and alerted city staff. She also discovered 
concentrations of tubifex worms (indicators of poor water quality) in several places in Indian Creek and decided to 
follow that discovery up with more in-depth research for her senior capstone project, highly acclaimed by her 
professor, Mark Jakubauskas. 

What is a typical day in your life like? A typical day in my life looks like a balance between work, school, family, 
and finding some personal time. I see my family as often as I can and focus a lot of my free time on my 
academics. I consume a lot of caffeine and making time for my dog and loved ones is always a must. 
 
What makes you the happiest? My loved ones and family are what makes me happiest in life. Besides them, 
what makes me the happiest is when I get to spend time outside! 
 
What motivates you? I am motivated by the idea that I need to leave this Earth as a better place than how it was 
when I got here, in every way. The earth and nature itself, as well as leaving a positive impact on the people I 
have gotten to meet and the ones I have yet to meet. 
 
Why did you choose KU and the Edwards Campus? 
It was always a dream of mine to go to KU, but with out-of-state tuition, it was not a realistic option. I stumbled 
upon the Edwards Campus when I was trying to find biology or environmental degrees within the KC area. After 
seeing what the degree had to offer and speaking with the staff, I fell in love with the campus and 
the environmental studies program. I was able to make that dream come true and choosing KU Edwards Campus 
was one of the best decisions I could have made. 
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How did KUEC meet your personal and/or academic needs? KUEC met my personal and academic needs by 
being both affordable and providing an exceptional educational opportunity. The environmental studies degree is 
unique and versatile and has provided me with new opportunities in both my academics and future career options. 
The staff and professors are all kind and caring and have been essential to my success in getting my degree and 
finding a career path that is perfect for who I am and what I am wanting out of life. 
 
How has your degree prepared you for the future? This degree has prepped me for my future by providing a 
variety of opportunities through my education, from resume and recommendation letter help, essential classes on 
the variety of topics in this field, and even outside opportunities such as internships and potential jobs. The 
courses and their professors focus on helping their students succeed not just in school, but when their students 
are done as well. 
 
What was the most difficult part of earning your college degree and how did you overcome it? 
I would say the most difficult part of earning a college degree would be finding a balance between school and 
outside life. Finding the time to work hard on academics becomes challenging between working full time and 
maintaining a social life and finding time for yourself. Overcoming this took practice, creating set schedules, 
sacrifices and even failing on some occasions. Finding a schedule, amount of credit hours, and taking courses 
that you enjoy and are motivated by make the struggle all worth it. 
 
What is your proudest accomplishment? I would say my proudest accomplishment is that I have been able to 
maintain working and full-time school for the past four years. This has allowed me to succeed both in school, and 
outside of school and has better prepared me for life when I am no longer in school. 
 
What is your favorite memory of your time at KUEC? I think my favorite memory from during my time at KUEC would 

have to be the outdoor classes I got to take in field ecology, with Mark Jakubauskas. It was truly a fun class, 
getting to meet other classmates; being outside lets us learn hands-on and was a nice change of scenery. 
 
What are your long-term career goals and how do you plan to achieve them? My long-term career goals are to find a 

path in environmental science that I am passionate about and can find a career that allows me to do work that is 
making a positive change. After gaining some more work experience and finding what exact field I am most 
interested and passionate about, I would love to pursue a master's degree, potentially in water quality or ecology.  
 
What advice would you give others who are thinking of earning a degree, whether a first-time bachelor’s, a second 
bachelor’s or a master’s? My advice for anyone pursuing a higher education, would be for them to not be afraid to 

choose a different style and to get their degree at a pace that works best for them. Even if it’s not as many 
credit hours or courses that others are taking. To get your degree in a way that works best for you and your life is 
the easiest guarantee of being successful and achieving a degree. 
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 BEST Building Utilization 
Months 

KU Edwards 
Events 

External Group 
Events 

KU Recruitment 
and 

Academic Events 

Classes # of Attendees 

 

January 2022 
 

0 

 
3 

 
1 

 
40 in-person 

classes 

 
 

1,816 

 
February 2022 

 

2 

 

5 

 

2 

 
 

40 in-person classes 

 
 

1,212 

 
 
March 2022 

 
 

2 

 
 

10 

 
 

4 

 

 

40 in-person classes 

 
 

1,856 

 
April 2022 

 
4 

 
23 

 
3 40 in-person classes 

 

   1,038 

 
 

 
May 2022 

 
 

4 

 

23 

 

3 

 
 

40 in-person classes 

 
 

 
3,325 

 
 
June 2022 

 
 

1 

 
 
12 

 
 
3 

 
 

15 in-person classes 

 

    1,844 

 
July 2022 

 

1 
 

12 
 

0 15 in-person classes 
 

769 

 

August 2022 

 
 

10 

 
 

29 

 
 

4 

 

47 in-person classes 
 

    2,770 

 
September 2022 

   
47 in-person classes 

 

      1,961 

 10 29 3  

 
Total 

 
34 

 
146 

 
23 

 

102 in-person 
classes 

 

    16,591 
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JCERT Scholarship Award Summary 
 

Johnson County Education & Research Triangle Scholarship: This grant is specifically for students admitted 
to and enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate program at the Edwards Campus and funded by the Johnson 
County Education and Research Triangle tax. Requirements include residence in Johnson County, enrollment 
in a Triangle-funded program at the Edwards Campus, a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0 and 
enrollment in a minimum of six hours at the Edwards Campus. Preference will be given to students with 
financial need. Completion of the FAFSA is required. 
 

 
Academic Year Awarded 

 
# of Students Awarded 

Average Amount 
Awarded-Fall 

Semester 

Average 
Amount 

Awarded-Spring 
Semester 

2022-2023 74 $750 $750 

2021-2022 71 $1,000 $1,000 

2020-2021 93 $1,000 $1,000 

2019-2020 96 $1,000 $1,000 

2018-2019 75 $1,500 $1,000 

2017-2018 80 $1,000 $1,000 

2016-2017 58 $1,000 $1,000 

2015-2016 42 $1,500 $1,500 

2014-2015 20 $1,500 $1,500 

2013-2014 24 $1,500 $1,500 

2012-2013 27 $1,500 $1,500 

2011-2012 22 $3,000 $3,000 

2010-2011 7 $2,000 $2,000 

Total students awarded 689   

Total amount awarded 2022-23 $109,750   
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Appendix: Program Data 
Degrees/Certificates Date of Full 

Launch 
Enrollmentꝉ 

Spring 21 20th day 
Enrollmentꝉ 

Spring 22 20th day 

Business Administration 
(bachelor’s degree) 

Fall 2010 108 
(1,060 Credit Hours) 

91 
(996 Credit Hours) 

Information Technology 
(bachelor’s degree) 

Spring 2012 60 
 (555 Credit Hours) 

60 
 (600 Credit Hours) 

Information Technology 
(two graduate certificates) 

Spring 2012 2 
(153 Credit Hours) 

1 
 (99 Credit Hours) 

Project Management 
(two master’s degrees, graduate 
certificate) 

Fall 2013 85 
 (333 Credit Hours) 

77 
 (359 Credit Hours)* 

Environmental Assessment & 
Environmental Geology 
(master’s degrees, graduate 
certificates)** 

Spring 2014 & 
Spring 2019 

75 
 (367 Credit Hours) 

82 
 (377 Credit Hours) 

Exercise Science (bachelor’s degrees, 
undergraduate certificate) 

Spring 2014 64 
 (563 Credit Hours) 

65 
 (757 Credit Hours)* 

Accounting (master’s degree, 
undergraduate certificate) 

Fall 2014 27 
 (198 Credit Hours) 

22 
 (117 Credit Hours) 

Applied Statistics, Analytics, & Data 
Science 
(master’s degree, two graduate 
certificates) 

Fall 2015 115 
 (631 Credit Hours) 

90 
 (491 Credit Hours) 

Organizational Communication 
(master’s degree, graduate certificate) 

Fall 2015 11 
 (154 Credit Hours) 

22 
 (137 Credit Hours) 

Biotechnology (bachelor’s degree) Spring 2016 26 
 (232 Credit Hours) 

23 
 (215 Credit Hours) 

Civil Engineering (master’s degrees, 
graduate certificates) 

Fall 2016 16 
 (108 Credit Hours) 

24 
 (210 Credit Hours) 

Applied Behavioral Science 
(master’s degree, graduate certificate) 

Fall 2018 61 
 (344 Credit Hours) 

82 
 (444 Credit Hours) 

Environmental Studies                 
(bachelor’s degree) 

Fall 2019 16 
 (281 Credit Hours) 

12 
 (237 Credit Hours) 

Professional Management***                            
(graduate core courses) 

Fall 2020 N/A 
 (270 Credit Hours) 

N/A 
 (291 Credit Hours) 

Health Sciences                            
(bachelor’s degree, two undergraduate 
certificates) 

Fall 2021 24 
 (198 Credit Hours) 

44 
 (722 Credit Hours) 

 
 

 690 
(5,447 Credit Hours) 

695 
(6,052 Credit Hours) 
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*PMGT and Exercise Science include credit hours of students enrolled in both online and in-person courses 
 
ꝉHead count only includes students pursuing an Edwards Campus program degree. Student credit hours reflect all 
credit hours generated including non-degree seeking students and those from the Lawrence and Medical Center 
campuses. 
 

**Environmental Assessment began in Spring 2014 and Environmental Geology began in Spring 2019. These 
programs were developed in collaboration with one another and have some shared curriculum. 
 
***The Professional Management core courses support the professional needs of several JCERT graduate 
programs, including Environmental Assessment, Environmental Geology, Project Management, and Professional 
Workplace Communication, resulting in some enrollment shifting from individual program totals to these joint 
offerings. 
 

Note: The total head counts of undergraduate students in JCERT programs may vary by semester primarily 
because they tend to enroll back and forth between JCCC and the KU Edwards Campus. 
 

 

 



JCERT Other Sources Total Preliminary 

FY23 Budget
JCERT Other Sources Total Estimated 

FY23 Budget

Revenue

JCERT Sales Tax 7,000,000         - 7,000,000$    1,814,453         - 1,814,453$    

Interest Earnings 2,000 - 2,000$    12,218 - 12,218$    

KU Base Budget - 6,244,675           6,244,675$    - 3,208,894           3,208,894$    

Release of Previous Bond Fund Balance - - -$    - - -$    

Build American Bonds Interest Subsidy - - -$    - - -$    

Total Revenue 7,002,000$     6,244,675$    13,246,675$    1,826,671$     3,208,894$    5,035,565$    

Expenditures

Administrative/Student Services

Scholarships 150,000 - 150,000$    66,625 - 66,625$    

Salaries and Fringes    15.49 FTE (staff)  197,136 264,883 462,019$    24,980 54,106 79,086$    

Public Relations and Recruitment 718,630 - 718,630$    139,686 - 139,686$    

Library 9,000 - 9,000$    6,619 - 6,619$    

Administration and Travel 328,000 - 328,000$    321,660 - 321,660$    

Total Administrative/Student Services 1,402,766$     264,883$    1,667,649$    559,571$     54,106$    613,677$    

Programmatic 
BBA    Spring 2011 - 565,580 565,580$    12,145 12,145$    

BSIT    Fall 2012 678,567 - 678,567$    73,212 4,361 77,573$    

Project Management - MS & ME    Fall 2013 496,833 - 496,833$    106,099 24,126 130,225$    

Project Management - Undergrad - - -$    - - -$    

PSMAS - Environmental Assessment    Fall 2013 - 318,631 318,631$    270 76,967 77,237$    

Exercise Science    Spring 2014 - 322,749 322,749$    - 48,118 48,118$    

BAS in Biotech (includes Director)    Spring 2014 321,282 - 321,282$    70,810 340 71,150$    

Lab Cost - - -$    - - -$    

Commucations Studies    Fall 2014 186,070 - 186,070$    22,332 - 22,332$    

Masters in Accounting    Fall 2014 109,363 115,770 225,133$    - - -$    

Applied Statistics    Fall 2015 212,676 813,736 1,026,412$    - - -$    

Civil Engineering    Spring 2016 - 172,717 172,717$    - 65,623 65,623$    

Software Engineering Certificate    Summer 2016 10,690 10,690$    7,403 - 7,403$    

Info Assurance & Security Certificate    Summer 2016 149,695 - 149,695$    42,846 - 42,846$    

Applied Behavioral Science    Fall 2018 1,476 440,232 441,708$    - 131,240 131,240$    

Environmental Studies - - -$    - - -$    

PSMAS Environmental Geology 32,546 127,296 159,842$    37,012 - 37,012$    

Professional Management (SPS Core) 50,894 - 50,894$    8,705 - 8,705$    
Bachelor in Health Sciences (BHS) 288,941 - 288,941$    60,418 - 60,418$    

Total Programmatic 2,539,033$     2,876,711$    5,415,744$    429,107$     362,920$    792,027$    

Facility Expense

Building Maintenance 210,400 - 210,400$    21,185 - 21,185$    

Custodial Service 33,500 - 33,500$    2,566 - 2,566$    

Withheld by Trustee for Debt Service & Trustee Expenses 1,691,740         - 1,691,740$    426,207 - 426,207$    

Security - 65,000 65,000$    - 20,126 20,126$    

Technology 204,900 - 204,900$    98,307 - 98,307$    

Utilities 187,000 2,300 189,300$    37,622 341 37,963$    

Total Facility Expense 2,327,540$     67,300$    2,394,840$    585,887$     20,467$    606,354$    

Total Expenditures 6,269,339$     3,208,894$    9,478,233$    1,574,564$     437,493$    2,012,057$    

Revenue less Expenditures 732,661$     3,035,781$    3,768,442$    252,107$     2,771,401$    3,023,508$    

Less Current Amount Set aside for Capital Reserve - - -$    - - -$    

Less Current Amount Set aside for Operations Reserve - - -$    - - -$    
Operating Account - Beginning Balance* 735,504 5,286,718           6,022,222$    2,932,979         - 2,932,979$    

Operating Account - Ending Balance 1,468,165$     8,322,499$    9,790,664$    3,185,086$     2,771,401$    5,956,487$    

*Actual FY23 Other Sources Operating Account - Beginning Balance has been adjusted to actual

All Accounts - Ending Balance

Operating Account 1,468,165$     8,322,499$    9,790,664$    3,185,086$     2,771,401$    5,956,487$    

Capital Reserve 440,000 - 440,000 440,000 - 440,000 

Operations Reserve 400,000 - 400,000 400,000 - 400,000 

Total All Accounts - Ending Balance 2,308,165$     8,322,499$    10,630,664$    4,025,086$     2,771,401$    6,796,487$    

Johnson County Education Research Triangle

KU Edwards Campus Budget Report

Proposed FY23 Budget Actual FY23 as of 9-30-22
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