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MISSION  |  To be Kansas State University’s leader in integrative 
education, applied research and engagement, and to enhance 
K-State’s involvement in the Greater Kansas City region.
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The last couple of Zoom meetings I have attended asked 
participants to share a ‘silver lining’ resulting from COVID-19 

– a positive aspect of what has otherwise been enormously 
challenging. The responses varied – less time spent commuting 
to work, reviewing fourth grade curriculum while helping my 
son, realizing how much I really enjoy being able to work in 
person with my colleagues, finding I can get more work done 
from home, and more. For K-State Olathe, I think the ‘silver lining’ 
has been the extent to which adapting to the pandemic has 
accelerated changes we might not have realized were possible 
as well as helped us recognize the continued importance of our 
work. 

This past Spring, we gained approval for a Graduate Certificate in 
Animal Health Regulatory Affairs and developed complementary 
non-credit offerings through our Professional Development 
Program. The Graduate Certificate Program attracted 15 
students this first semester and an additional 15 students who 
are including the regulatory course work in their Professional 
Science Master Program in Applied Biosciences. The Professional 
Development program offered a Regulatory 101 non-credit 
offering that attracted 25 professionals in a face-to-face 
offering last November and 44 professionals in a hybrid offering 
providing both face-to-face participation and Zoom access in 
August. The Zoom offering included international professionals 
in the animal health industry. K-State Olathe has also welcomed 
the 1Data Project, a research effort focused on integrating 
human and animal data sets with the goal of understanding the 
linkages between human and animal health. Given the growth of zoonotic diseases, the most recent example of which is the transfer of 
the virus now called COVID-19 from bats to humans, K-State Olathe is pleased to support this research initiative. 

Similarly, the Urban Food Systems Program expanded its delivery mode to reach broader audiences. K-State Olathe hosted this year’s 
Urban Food Symposium, a national gathering of educators, non-profit providers and community development professionals working 
to increase urban citizens’ access to nutritional and affordable fresh fruits and vegetables. Initially planned as a face-to-face venue, 
the program ‘pivoted’ to remote delivery, spreading the conference over Wednesday meetings during the month of October and 
converting conference sessions to discussions responding to participants’ reactions to pre-recorded presentations. These changes, 
motivated by the COVID-19 pandemic, not only expanded the number of conference participants but also the opportunity for more 
interactive discussions. More than 400 participants across the United States joined the conference!

Both programs illustrate ways in which the challenges created by the pandemic have expanded the reach of the programs supported 
through JCERT funding. Johnson County should be proud of the leadership being supported in both the animal health industry and 
global food systems initiatives. Other opportunities surely exist!

Thank you,

Dr. Jackie Spears
Interim Dean and CEO

Message from the Dean and CEO
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Academic Program Update

While the pandemic outbreak required shifts from in-person learning to fully online course delivery in the Spring of 2020, the 
K-State Olathe campus celebrated its newest graduates and the launch of the new Animal Health Regulatory Affairs graduate 

certificate. In addition, the campus continues to chart growth in credit hours while work is underway to broaden offerings to help 
meet workforce demands.

Academic Highlights

Animal Health Regulatory Affairs Graduate Certificate 
Interest in the new certificate program, which officially opened for 
enrollment this summer, continues to be high. Fifteen students 
are enrolled in the program with an additional 15 students taking 
regulatory affairs courses as part of their Professional Science 
Master degree. The certificate was developed in collaboration with 
industry advisors. 

Professional Science Master’s degree  
The Professional Science Master’s (PSM) degree was renamed to 
more accurately reflect its emphasis on animal health and food 
safety/security. The name change to Applied Biosciences, and the 
degree was relaunched this spring. All new students who have 
enrolled have selected the animal health track as their focus.

Student Services  
This fall’s new students received a welcome video and orientation 
packet. In addition, all students were given a tutorial on the QR 
code check-in process to help with contract tracing. They also 
received a WellCat safety kit containing a face mask, first aid kit, a 
no-touch key for elevator buttons and door handles, and more. 

Spring 2020 graduates  
Twelve students completed their degree programs in the Spring 
2020 semester. Ten students completed their programs during 
the fall 2019 semester, including the first to graduate from the 
hospitality management bachelor’s degree completion program at 
the campus. 

Credit Hour Growth

FY 13

315 
Credit 
Hours

FY 20

1391 
Credit 
Hours

Note: Credit hours include JCERT and non-JCERT programs.
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New faculty 
Haley Larson, Ph.D., a new teaching assistant professor, started on August 10. Larson is currently teaching 
a Regulatory Affairs course as well as a course for the Veterinary Biomedical Sciences (VBS) program this fall. 
Prior to joining K-State’s Olathe team, Larson was a senior scientist for Cargill Animal Nutrition and Health.

Faculty and student recognition  
Each year, colleges and schools give awards to faculty and graduate students who have demonstrated high 
levels of academic accomplishments and contributions to education. Recipients are nominated for the 
recognition.

Paige Adams, Ph.D., assistant professor of veterinary medicine, received the Outstanding Professional Science 
Master’s Faculty Award from the School of Applied and Interdisciplinary Studies. 

Morgan Martin Miller, a fall 2019 graduate of the Professional Science Master in Applied Science and 
Technology program, received the Outstanding Professional Science Master’s Student Award from the School 
of Applied and Interdisciplinary Studies.

 JCERT Scholarships 

Six graduate students studying at Kansas State University’s Olathe campus are being awarded scholarships 
for the fall 2020 academic semester. Each $2,000-$4,000 scholarship is awarded once to qualifying students 
and is designed to last the entirety of their degree programs. The scholarships are made possible by JCERT.

Student Profile

Nicole Ioerger 
Spring 2020 graduate, M.S. in 
Veterinary Biomedical Science 

Nicole Ioerger, a teacher in the 
Animal Health Academy at 
Olathe North High School and 
a spring 2020 graduate of the 
M.S. in Veterinary Biomedical 
Science program, developed 
a Rift Valley Fever case study 
for juniors and seniors in the 
academy. The zoonotic disease, 
a major concern for the U.S. both 
economically and for public 
health, tasks students with developing a 
response plan to a hypothetical outbreak. 

Nicole Ioerger
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Note: JCERT-related programming denoted by shading. 

* Reflects only Olathe sections of courses. Olathe-based students 
also are taking additional online courses via K-State Global.

K -State Olathe | Enrollment Data

Programs Fall 2019 Spring 2020 Fall 2020* 

Adult Learning and Leadership Launched in Spring 
2012

41 students
140 credits

40 students
133 credits

31 students
89 credits

Agribusiness - Emphasis in 
Animal Health

Launched in Fall 2013
15 students
75 credits

15 students
75 credits

14 students
94 credits

Counseling Launched in Fall 2017
38 students
228 credits

45 students
249 credits

33 students
172 credits

Food Science Launched in Fall 2013
2 students
5 credits

1 students
1 credits

0 students
0 credits

Horticulture – Emphasis in 
Urban Food Systems

Launched in Fall 2013
10 students
44 credits

7 students
19 credits

9 students
45 credits

Hospitality Management 
(Undergraduate Degree Completion)

Launched in Fall 2018
13 students
42 credits

12 students
41 credits

16 students
74 credits

Human Ecology  
(Sensory/Consumer)

Launched in Fall 2018 4 student
18 credits 

2 students
12 credits

5 students
15 credits

Master of Public Health Launched in Fall 2017
5 students
13 credits

2 students
6 credits

4 students
12 credits

Professional Science Master Launched in Fall 2016
6 students
22 credits

16 students
37 credits

13 students
47 credits

Regulatory Affairs – Animal 
Health Graduate Certificate

Launched in Spring 
2020

15 students
32 credits

Veterinary Biomedical Sciences Launched in Fall 2013
25 students
58 credits

10 students
27 credits

32 students
85 credits 

Totals
154 students

650 credits

150 students

600 credits*

172 students

665 credits

Students took nearly 200 ADDITIONAL 
CREDIT HOURS of online courses

Beyond the Olathe sections included in the enrollment data below, students took nearly 200 additional credit hours of 
online courses, leveraging K-State’s programming, to enable them to live and work in the local Johnson County area.



-  6  -Kansas State University |  Olathe Campus

K-12 Outreach

Programming is provided in order to enhance STEM education in K-12 and help develop the future workforce. This spring, all 
activities were shifted to fully online. This shift provided opportunities to broaden impacts and more students, like in the 

summer camp listed below.

Engagement: From July 2019 to June 2020, the K-12 team impacted 5,535 students and teachers. For the period Aug. 2020 to 
present, the impact numbers for this quarter are 570, including Willie and the Salad Bonanza contest.

Summer activities:

• A free, non-credit, online course about One Health kicked off 
in June for 25 high school students. This course gave students 
the opportunity to expand their online learning skills, similar 
to a college course, and gain a more wholisitic understanding 
of the interrelationship of animal health, human health, and 
environmental health. 

• In July, 100 Johnson County middle school students 
participated in a K-State Olathe virtual summer camp 
designed to teach them advanced scientific concepts 
and introduce STEM-related careers. K-State Olathe’s K-12 
programming is supported by funds from the Johnson 
County Education Research Triangle. “Fun with Food Science: 
Dairy Discovery Days” was conducted July 13-17 via Zoom. 
Throughout the week, a chef taught participants about the 
science behind milk-based foods and provided hands-on 
instruction to make those items. K-State Olathe’s STEM-
focused staff and industry professionals helped students 
explore academic programming and real-life applications in 
science, technology, engineering and math.

Willie and the Salad Contest

• The contest is open to elementary, middle and high school 
teams, along with other K-12 community organizations, such 
as 4-H, scouts, FFA or other teams. The challenge is for teams 
of four individuals to grow the largest mass of greens in a 
single container, using no more than five-gallons of growing 
medium over a 43-day time span. This fall’s contest had nearly 
50 individuals participating in the competition, learning more 
about food production and exploring related careers. Compass 
Minerals is the industry sponsor. 

Careers and Cases in Veterinary Medicine 
Lecture Series:

• The K-State College of Veterinary Medicine in collaboration 
with K-State Olathe offers “Careers and Cases in Veterinary 
Medicine” lectures in conjunction with the Olathe campus. 
The program is geared to high school students, but parents, 
teachers and the general public are invited to attend. Due to 
the pandemic, this fall’s series moved to a completely online 
format and is comprised of three lectures. The first event 
garnered attendance of 35 students and stakeholders. 



-  7  -Kansas State University |  Olathe Campus

Research

Kelly Gude 

Student Profile

Kelly Gude 

Kelly Gude presented 
her defense for her 
Ph.D. in horticulture 
and natural resources 
in late May. It was a 
comprehensive look 
at altering solar light with high 
tunnel coverings to improve the 
nutrition of lettuce and tomatoes. Her research spanned 
multiple studies and seasons and included a sensory 
component so she and colleagues could know if the produce 
being grown in high tunnels was not only more nutritious, 
but also what consumers would think of its appearance, 
texture, mouthfeel and flavor. 

Post-harvest Physiology Lab:  
Dr. Eleni Pliakoni

• Melanie Monsees joined Kansas State University’s 
horticulture and natural resources department as the 
program/project coordinator for the M.S. in Horticulture – 
emphasis in urban food systems program – at the university’s 
Olathe campus. In the role, Monsees oversees management, 
outreach, fundraising and marketing support for the urban 
food systems program. 

• Urban Food Systems Symposium - The 2020 Urban Food 
Systems Symposium kicked off on Oct. 7. This year’s theme 
is, “Nourishing Cities in a Changing Climate.” The all-virtual 
symposium is comprised of weekly breakout sessions on 
various topics relating to food production and feeding 
communities amid a changing climate. The sessions are every 
Wednesday in October. Nearly 400 people from around the 
globe are attending this conference, which was organized 
by the team at K-State Olathe and the Olathe Horticulture 
Research and Extension Center.

Dr. Manreet Singh Bhullar

• Global Food Systems Seed Grant - Manreet Bhullar, research assistant professor with the 
Department of Horticulture and Natural Resources at K-State Olathe, recently received a 
Global Food Systems Seed Grant. He and colleagues are studying ultraviolet light technology 
to improve the safety of agricultural water used by Kansas farmers who grow fresh produce. 
Team members include Trevor Hefley, statistics, and Terry Griffin, agricultural economics. This 
peer-reviewed funding is only awarded to projects that engage industry and promote job 
creation and economic development in Kansas around food systems.

• SARIN collaboration – Dr. Bhullar also finalized an agreement to research, develop and test 
UVC sterilization lights for killing pathogens on fresh produce, among other wide-ranging 
applications. Testing will take place in Bhullar’s biosafety level-2 laboratory at K-State Olathe.
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Dr. Londa Nwadike

• Dr. Londa Nwadike finalized a one-year grant from the Missouri Department of 
Agriculture, specifically from the Food and Drug Administration’s CAP funds for 
produce safety, for $122,412 to be used from July 2020 to June 2021. 

Sensory Analysis and Behavior  
Analysis Lab

• Collaboration with the College of Health and Human Sciences continues in order to 
relocate K-State’s Center for Sensory Analysis and Consumer Behavior and faculty 
member, Dr. Kadri Koppel, to the Olathe campus to work in conjunction with Dr. 
Marianne Sweeney-Stueve and Dr. Martin Talavera. 

1Data: Majid Jaberi-Douraki, Ph.D.

• Majid Jaberi-Douraki, Ph.D., associate professor of mathematics at the Institute of 
Computational Comparative Medicine at Kansas State University, joined the team 
at K-State Olathe’s campus. Jaberi-Douraki’s computational lab and several of his 
graduate students and postdoctoral students have transitioned to the Olathe campus 
so they can continue the lab’s big data analysis operations. 

Student Profile

Tricia Jenkins 

Tricia Jenkins is a student in the M.S. in Horticulture with an emphasis 
in urban food production and member of the Postharvest Physiology 
Lab. She conducts most of the lab’s cannabinoid analysis on samples 
of industrial hemp that Kansas growers voluntarily send to the lab. 
Each sample’s delta-9 THC and CBD cannabinoid levels are then 
relayed to the grower. This lets growers closely project what the 
Kansas Department of Agriculture’s analysis results will be on their 
hemp crop and lets the producers adjust growing conditions to 
tweak cannanbinoid levels if needed. 

Tricia Jenkins 
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Professional development programs  
(non-credit bearing) 

Meeting workforce needs through professional development 
opportunities continues to be a priority for K-State Olathe. 

The focus for non-credit programming is to offer programs that 
are in high demand, excellent quality, and interactive delivery.

• Animal Health Regulatory Affairs Professional Development

- The first Animal Health Regulatory 101 two-day workshop 
was held in November 2019 with 25 attendees from all over 
the US. The program was very successful so two additional 
workshops are slated in 2020. The first of those, held in 
August, had 44 participants. Registration is now open for the 
December workshop. 

• Upcoming events also include: 

- Advanced Animal Biologics Workshop, Oct. 21-22  
This two-day workshop will cover practical issues in 
animal health regulatory affairs as it relates to the 
development of vaccines and other biologics to aid in 
assuring products are pure, safe, potent and effective. 

- Advanced Animal Pharmaceutical Workshop, 
Nov. 11-12  
This workshop on veterinary medicine regulations 
will provide attendees with a detailed, practical and 
experienced-based review of veterinary drug approval 
processes. 

• Veterinary Career Transition Workshop 

– In August, industry professionals helped more than 47 
practicing veterinarians who are considering a new career, 
transition to one in industry, government or at a nonprofit 
organization. The online workshop, “Veterinary Career 
Transition Virtual Workshop,” was a collaboration by the 
Center for the Public and Corporate Veterinary Medicine at 
the Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine and 
Kansas State University’s Olathe campus.

• The Competitive Edge Leadership Program 

- The second offering of the four-part Leadership Essentials 
series kicked off in August. The final two workshops 
will be held in November and December 2020. Topics 
respond to industry needs outlined in the Common Sector 
Competencies for the KC Region, which was a joint KC Rising 
and Mid America Regional Council report.

• HackerU Collaboration 

– An agreement with Hacker U was finalized to offer non-
credit, IT programs to meet the needs of industry in our 
region. K-State Olathe will begin hosting a Cybersecurity 
Training Program late fall and will add other content areas 
based on demand. The Cybersecurity Training Program 
is a comprehensive program with 400 hours of course 
content and knowledge that prepares students who choose 
to sit for the top five cybersecurity certification exams. 
It complements other offerings available in Kansas City 
through its more in-depth preparation, career advising and 
job placement assistance for students. The programs will be 
offered virtually, with a goal to move to a hybrid model.

Professional Development and Engagement



-  10  -Kansas State University |  Olathe Campus

Engagement 

• One Health Day 2020 

– Kansas City One Health Day will be from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Nov. 19. This year’s topic explores how biosensors are 
used in measuring biological, chemical and physical signs 
of health and how they will continue changing the fields of 
human and animal health and environmental science. The 
event will be virtual. Ticket sales will fund scholarships for 
students who conduct One Health-related research.

• K-State and Partner Programs and Events 

– In addition to K-State-related events, K-State Olathe hosted 
a variety of professional development workshops, planning 
meetings and events, totaling 32,045 attendees in 2019. The 
table below provides event counts for 2020 to date.

Events Summary 
2020

K-State Classes, 
Meetings  

and Events

External Partner and 
Community Events

Total Number of 
Attendees

Hotel Nights 
Generated

January 127 24 1,114 18

February 192 33 2,471 61

March 142 19 1,467 0

April* 0 0 0 0

May** 6 5 416 0

June** 3 26 385 0

July** 14 2 608 0

August** 29 6 1,029 0

September** 43 7 626 0

Current Total 556 122 8,116 79

* In April, the building was closed to be in compliance with Johnson County Pubic Health recommendations related to COVID-19 mitigation efforts.

** Due to COVID-19, limited classes, events and meetings were held onsite.

Facilities

Air Purification

• A UV-C air purification system was installed into the air 
handlers to enhance the quality and safety of the building 
environment.

Technology

• Technology infrastructure upgrades were completed so that all 
classrooms now support either virtual or in-person classes. The 
majority of funds used to pay for the upgrades came from the 
Strengthening People and Revitalizing Kansas Funding (SPARK) 
Funds provided by the State of Kansas. 
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Kansas State Olathe Campus Budget | Fiscal Year 2020

6,200,000 6,200,000 6,128,475 6,128,475
507,012 507,012 473,111 473,111
150,000 150,000 0 0
75,000 75,000 133,063 133,063
181,160 181,160 209,798 209,798
12,000 12,000 139,156 139,156
205,000 205,000 436,070 436,070

7,330,172 6,598,160 732,012 7,519,673 6,913,499 606,174

195,078 195,078 88,068 88,068
2,018,143 2,018,143 1,817,487 1,817,487

821,600 496,500 325,100 639,761 342,136 297,625
110,000 110,000 91,452 91,452
15,000 15,000 30,194 30,194

Horticulture Faculty 117,000 117,000 0 0
Hospitality Mgmt Faculty 46,000 46,000 43,249        43,249 
Vet Biomedical Science Faculty 301,000 301,000 254,383 254,383

50,000 50,000 32,341 32,341
Food program Manager+support 97,000 97,000 95,832 95,832
K‐12 programs Director+support 55,000 55,000 50,840 50,840

1,612,600 1,241,500 371,100 1,238,053 940,428 297,625

Scholarships

Subtotal ‐ academic programs

Academic administration & support
General Academic Programs
Research Programs & Support

EXPENDITURES
Special Tax Assessment ‐ Benefit district
Bond Payment
Program Budget ‐ Academic

Campus Fee estimate
Building use fees
Interest income
Other income
Total Revenue

REVENUE
JCERT tax revenue
KSU Allocation
Tuition estimate

Kansas State Olathe Campus Budget
FY 2020

Budget FY 2020 Acutal FY 2020
TOTAL JCERT KSU TOTAL JCERT KSU

1,399,539 1,147,155 252,384 1,350,814 1,063,827 286,987
369,500 369,500 299,470 299,470
296,800 181,350 115,450 229,899 185,903 43,996

2,065,839 1,698,005 367,834 1,880,183 1,549,200 330,983

585,576 585,576 649,716 649,716
343,800 343,800 310,414 310,414
500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000

1,429,376 1,429,376 1,460,131 1,460,131
7,321,036 6,582,102 738,934 6,483,922 5,855,314 628,608

9,136  16,058  (6,922)  1,035,752  1,058,185  (22,434) 
**  Total JCERT carry forward: As of  

7/1/20
1,225,695
4,181,998
277,443

3,757,700
9,442,836

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
Net (Rev‐Exp)

Operating Reserve
Deferred maintenance
Scholarships
Unassigned carry forward
Total

Operations & Maintenance
Operations & Maintenance
Utilities
Deferred maintenance
Subtotal ‐ Operations & Maintenance

Salaries ‐ Administration
Other Operating Expenses
Information Technology
Subtotal General Administration

FY 2020

Budget FY 2020 Acutal FY 2020
TOTAL JCERT KSU TOTAL JCERT KSU

General Administration
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Kansas State Olathe Campus Budget | Fiscal Year 2021

6,300,000 6,300,000 1,079,330 1,079,330
387,736 387,736 473,111 473,111

0 0 0 0
100,000 100,000 36,876 36,876
206,186 206,186 70,605 70,605
120,000 120,000 11,401 11,401
205,000 205,000 75,775 75,775

7,318,922 6,831,186 487,736 1,747,097 1,237,110 509,987

127,105 127,105 0 0
1,594,500 1,594,500 1,226,500 1,226,500

473,051 335,358 137,693 157,040 119,343 37,697
390,000 390,000 23,081 23,081

15,000 15,000 1,781 1,781
Horticulture Faculty 120,000 120,000 28,449 28,449
Hospitality Mgmt Faculty 68,931 68,931 16,419 16,419
Vet Biomedical Science Faculty 269,962 269,962 62,193 62,193

50,000 50,000 4,000 4,000
Food program Manager+support 101,863 101,863 30,571 30,571
K-12 programs Director+support 55,000 55,000 15,161 15,161

1,543,807 1,337,183 206,624 338,696 284,580 54,116

Scholarships

Subtotal - academic programs

Academic administration & support
General Academic Programs
Research Programs & Support

EXPENDITURES
Special Tax Assessment - Benefit district
Bond Payment
Program Budget - Academic

Campus Fee estimate
Building use fees
Interest income
Other income
Total Revenue

REVENUE
JCERT tax revenue
KSU Allocation
Tuition estimate

Kansas State Olathe Campus Budget
FY 2021

Budget FY 2021 Acutal 9-30-20
TOTAL JCERT KSU TOTAL JCERT KSU

1,380,304 1,188,777 191,527 1,350,814 1,063,827 286,987
389,500 389,500 299,470 299,470
237,333 198,109 39,224 229,899 185,903 43,996

2,007,137 1,776,386 230,751 1,880,183 1,549,200 330,983

612,218 612,218 649,716 649,716
350,000 350,000 310,414 310,414
500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000

1,462,218 1,462,218 1,460,131 1,460,131
6,734,767 6,297,392 437,375 4,905,510 4,520,411 385,099
584,155 533,794 50,361 (3,158,414) (3,283,302) 124,888 

**  Total JCERT carry forward: As of  
7/1/20
1,225,695
4,181,998

277,443
3,757,700
9,442,836

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
Net (Rev-Exp)

Operating Reserve
Deferred maintenance
Scholarships
Unassigned carry forward
Total

Operations & Maintenance
Operations & Maintenance
Utilities
Deferred maintenance
Subtotal - Operations & Maintenance

Salaries - Administration
Other Operating Expenses
Information Technology
Subtotal General Administration

FY 2021

Budget FY 2021 Acutal 9-30-20
TOTAL JCERT KSU TOTAL JCERT KSU

General Administration


