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The JCERT academic program credit hours were up 14.9% compared to last spring. JCERT program
enrollment accounted for 36.4% of the total credit hours generated at the KU Edwards Campus for the
spring 2021 semester. This spring semester also marked continued growth in student credit hours for
graduate JCERT programs with an 31.0% increase, led by an 81.7% increase in the PSM in Environment
Geology and Environmental Assessment Programs and an 81.1% increase in the Applied Behavioral Science
master’s degree and certificate.
See appendix for program-level data.
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Student Impact
New online health science degree prepares students to work in a
growing field
This new health sciences bachelor's degree answers critical need in the community.

The University of Kansas has launched a new Johnson County Education Research Triangle (JCERT) online
Bachelor of Health Sciences program as community health and medical research take center stage in public
life. Available through the new School of Professional Studies, this all-online degree completion program
provides an opportunity for students interested in the health science professions to strengthen their
knowledge in specialized areas such as nutrition, public and population health, and health management and
policy.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that the general field of healthcare-related careers — which includes
public health, and medical research and development, among others — will grow 14% by 2028. Some career
pathways within health care and health sciences are projected to grow at double or even triple this rate.
The KU School of Professional Studies worked with departments at the KU Medical Center to ensure the
Bachelor of Health Sciences degree offered a diverse and comprehensive health sciences curriculum that
would lead to careers in the health and medical professions. The curriculum can be completed entirely
online, allowing students to learn remotely, and create an academic experience that reflects their career
goals.
Mark Jakubauskas, director for research and innovation at the KU Edwards Campus, says the program’s
flexible elective options allow students to gain knowledge in a variety of healthcare disciplines.
“As students progress through the program, they’ll have the opportunity to get exposure in areas such as
research and data analysis, environmental health and even epidemiology, in addition to courses that give
them strong grounding in health sciences and career development,” Jakubauskas said.

2

Jakubauskas says the breadth of learning options, all available online, prepares students for the next phase
of their professional or academic journey.
“With the training we offer students, they can discover specific subsets of health science careers they’d like
to pursue, which can either prepare them for the workforce after graduation or direct them to graduate
education in medical fields, public health and health policy, health care administration, nutrition, research or
other health-related areas,” he said.
Stuart Day, dean of the KU Edwards Campus and School of Professional Studies, says the Bachelor of Health
Sciences degree will provide vital and timely learning opportunities.
“This degree provides a valuable pathway for students planning to enter healthcare careers,” Day said.
“Right now, we need skilled healthcare professionals more than ever to spread awareness of good public
health practices, perform important research and deliver care. We’re proud to help meet this need in the
Kansas City metro area.”
The Bachelor of Health Sciences program is supported by the Johnson County Education Research Triangle (JCERT).
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Program Highlights
Enrollment information for each program is outlined in the chart on Page 1 and in the Appendix.
Bachelor of Applied Science in Biotechnology
• The biotech program secured industry sponsorship
from five Kansas City area bioscience companies. This
sponsorship has directly improved the quality of
science education for the entire senior class, enabling
the students to launch cutting-edge research projects
unhindered by economic constraints limiting reagent
acquisition.
• To meet the growing need for STEM graduates in KC,
biotech faculty are working to inspire more students
from local area high schools to pursue careers in
science. The fourth annual biotech day event was
reported to inspire over 60% of the attendees to
consider a career in science.
Bachelor of Applied Science in Exercise Science
• Starting in 2022, students can be admitted into the B.S. in Exercise Science or online B.A.S. in Exercise
Science as freshmen increasing access by students to the program, especially for the online B.A.S. in
Exercise Science.
Bachelor of Business Administration
• Four BBA courses, BBA 303, 403, 409, and 404, adopted or plan to adopt free, open-source textbooks for
students to save money on course materials.
• BBA program began offering a greater range of online courses in the curriculum, including BBA 303, 403,
and 404 by Summer 2021.
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science in Environmental Studies
• Environmental Studies students in the required Field Ecology course are using Indian Creek as a field
laboratory, deploying stream samplers, wildlife cameras, and performing forest assessment to study this
urban watershed. Future plans are to partner with the environmental and field courses at Johnson
County Community College to use the Indian Creek watershed as a long-term urban field ecology study
area.
• Environmental Studies students learned stream sampling techniques used by the City of Overland Park
to monitor urban streams in the metro region. Ian Fannin-Hughes (a graduate of the KU-Edwards PSM in
Environmental Assessment Program) led eight KU-Edwards students through the aquatic invertebrate
and stream habitat sampling protocols at a site on the Blue River in southeast Johnson County.
Bachelor of Science in Information Technology (BSIT)
• The program’s task force completed changes to the prerequisites for the program. The task force
was created to improve transferability of associate degrees from local community colleges to the KU
Edwards Campus. The task force is now reviewing potential tracks and appropriate modes of course
delivery.
• Three members of the Information Security Club competed against over 200 students from other
universities in the first remote CyberForce cyber defense competition. This is traditionally a team
competition hosted by Argonne National Lab but was changed to an individual event due to COVID.

4

Professional Science Masters (PSM) in Applied Science (Concentration in Environmental Assessment)
• Dr. Terri Woodburn helped bring the Model COP26 virtual event to KU in March 2021. This event was
cohosted by British Embassy Washington, The Atlantic Council Global Energy Center and the University
of Kansas. This first-of-a-kind event was inspired by the Model UN structure and engaged students in
interactive simulations around the upcoming 26th
United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26)
agenda. The Environmental Assessment and
A new geophysics workshop in
Environmental Studies students made a great showing
the PSM Environmental
as simulation negotiators in the event and were able
Geology highlights an
to interact with and receive feedback from high-level
emerging partnership with the
experts and government officials from the United
Kansas Geological Survey,
Kingdom and The Atlantic Council.
strengthening Johnson
Professional Science Masters (PSM) in Applied
County’s connection to the
Science (Concentration in Environmental Geology)
State’s research facilities
• In its first year under full-time directorship, several
new on-campus workshops were added to the
Environmental Geology PSM curriculum.
• As part of hazardous waste site management and environmental geophysics courses, PSM students from
all over the U.S. conducted field work on the Edwards Campus. The hazardous waste course was
conducted through a collaboration with a local industry specialist and provides an OSHA certification
option for environmental professionals in the Johnson County area.
Master of Science and Master of Engineering in Project Management
• A survey was conducted of project management degree and certificate alumni during Q1 2021 at our
advisory board's suggestion. Survey results were very favorable with many positive comments. Many
constructive suggestions were provided for how the programs can be improved, on which we are
already working. Survey results were recently reviewed with our advisory board at our spring meeting.
Board members were pleased with our quick response to their request.
• Perhaps the results of the survey are best summed up by one quote from the survey feedback: "The
bachelors got you the job, this PMGT Master's will accelerate the climb up the ladder."
Master of Accounting
• We’d like to share a recent career move made by current MAcc student, Katie Stahl. When Katie started
the program, she was working as a Revenue Accountant at Cerner. Through connections she made in
our program, she learned of a Financial Analyst position open at Hudson Insurance Group. Katie was
hired by Joe Voye, who was familiar with Katie’s work ethic and technical abilities from taking classes
with her. When Joe was promoted, he shared his open position with the program, and Katie applied and
was hired! The network our working professional students and the program have built continues to
provide growth opportunities!
Master of Arts in Applied Behavioral Science
• One of our graduate students, Rebecca Woolbert, won the Outstanding Master’s Thesis or Project
Award this year, offered by the College Office of Graduate Affairs.
• A student in our program and one of the faculty (Paula Ruppel and Thomas Zane) co-authored (with
Kathyrn A Gorycki) a published paper, “Is Long-Term ABA Therapy Abusive: A Response to SandovalNorton and Shkedy,” published in the journal Cogent Psychology.
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Master of Civil Engineering & Master of Science in Civil Engineering
• All Civil, Environmental, and Architectural Engineering Department Masters degrees and Certificates are
now available online through the Edwards Campus.
• Three new classes have been approved in Civil Engineering for the Edwards Campus: CE 711 Probabilistic
Design and Reliability, CE 713 Cold-formed Steel and Aluminum, CE 714 Professional Practice.
• Dr. Kirkham will be presenting "Design for Tornadoes and Straight-Line Winds” as an invited speaker at
the Structural Engineers Association of Kansas-Missouri 2021 Annual Meeting in April.
Graduate Certificates in Information Technology
• Faculty in the program (Saiedian and Bryant) continued with scholarly work and collectively had four
major publications.
• The Electrical Engineering and Computer Science department in the School of Engineering approved a
decision to move the graduate certificates and MSIT program to the new School of Professional Studies
in 2022.

Dr. Marcia Schulmeister invited colleagues Jim (pictured left) and Susie Aber, retired Emporia State
professors and Kite Aerial Photography (KAP) contracts to the Edwards campus to capture aerial
photography of the campus. Photos were obtained at elevations below 500 feet using a Nikon camera with a
radio controlled camera rig. The photographs will be used to identify former farmstead structures, bedrock
boundaries, and possible hydrologic features such as seeps and moist soils which will direct upcoming
geophysical and well drilling activities in the PSM Environmental Geology workshop courses.
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BEST Building Utilization
KU Edwards
Events

External Group
Events

KU Recruitment and
Academic Events

Classes

# of Attendees

0

0

0

33 in-person
classes

476 students on
campus per week

October 2020

0

0

0

33 in-person
classes

476 students on
campus per week

November 2020

0

0

0

33 in-person
classes

476 students on
campus per week

December 2020

0

0

0

33 in-person
classes

476 students on
campus per week

Months
September 2020

512 Students
January 2021

0

0

0

32 in-person
classes

on campus per
week
512 Students

February 2021

0

0

0

32 in-person
classes

512 Students
on campus per
week
988 students for
in person classes
both semesters.

March 2021

0

0

0

32 in-person
classes

Total

0

0

0

65 classes

on campus per
week
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JCERT Scholarship Award Summary

Johnson County Education & Research Triangle Scholarship: This grant is specifically for students admitted
to and enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate program at the Edwards Campus and funded by the Johnson
County Education and Research Triangle tax. Requirements include residence in Johnson County, enrollment
in a Triangle-funded program at the Edwards Campus, a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0 and
enrollment in a minimum of six hours at the Edwards Campus. Preference will be given to students with
financial need. Completion of the FAFSA is required.
Average Amount
Average Amount
Academic Year Awarded
# of Students Awarded
Awarded-Fall
Awarded-Spring
Semester
Semester
2020-2021

40

$2,000

$1,000

2019-2020

32

$1,000

$1,000

2018-2019

23

$1,500

$1,000

2017-2018

33

$1,000

$1,000

2016-2017

16

$1,000

$1,000

2015-2016

20

$1,500

$1,500

2014-2015

20

$1,500

$1,500

2013-2014

24

$1,500

$1,500

2012-2013

27

$1,500

$1,500

2011-2012

22

$3,000

$3,000

2010-2011

7

$2,000

$2,000

Total students awarded

264

Total amount awarded

$538,500

Applied Statistics Scholarship This scholarship is for students who currently live in Johnson County, Kan., and
who are admitted to and enrolled in the online M.S. in Applied Statistics, Analytics, & Data Science degree,
Graduate Certificate in Applied Statistics program, or Graduate Certificate in Applied Data Science program. It is
a renewable scholarship and students must maintain a minimum cumulative KU grade point average of 3.5
within the program to receive the scholarship in subsequent terms. Completion of the FAFSA is required each
year. Limited awards are available.
Average Amount
Average Amount
Average Amount
Academic Year
# of Awards
Awarded-Fall
Awarded-Spring
Awarded-Summer
Awarded
Semester
Semester
Semester
2020-2021

53

$750

$600

N/A

2019-2020

64

$565

$613

N/A

2018-2019

52

$911

$1004

$0

2017-2018

47

$982

$938

$0

2016-2017

42

$1,000

$1,016

$682

2015-2016

22

$1,071

$982

$781

Total number of awards = 280
Total amount awarded = $228,067
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Appendix: Program Data
Degrees/Certificates

Date of Full
Launch

Enrollmentꝉ
Spring 20 20th day

Enrollmentꝉ
Spring 21 20th day

Business Administration
(bachelor’s degree)

Fall 2010

113
(1,237 Credit Hours)

108
(1,060 Credit Hours)

Information Technology
(bachelor’s degree)

Spring 2012

60
(687 Credit Hours)

60
(555 Credit Hours)

Information Technology
(two graduate certificates)

Spring 2012

3
(114 Credit Hours)

2
(153 Credit Hours)

Fall 2013

77
(456 Credit Hours)

85
(333 Credit Hours)*

Spring 2014 &
Spring 2019

55
(202 Credit Hours)

75
(367 Credit Hours)

Spring 2014

57
(508 Credit Hours)

64
(563 Credit Hours)*

Accounting (master’s degree,
undergraduate certificate)

Fall 2014

47
(177 Credit Hours)

27
(198 Credit Hours)

Applied Statistics, Analytics, & Data
Science
(master’s degree, two graduate
certificates)

Fall 2015

111
(637 Credit Hours)

115
(631 Credit Hours)

Professional Workplace
Communication (graduate certificate)

Fall 2015

4
(142 Credit Hours)

11
(154 Credit Hours)

Spring 2016

25
(222 Credit Hours)
9
(93 Credit Hours)

26
(232 Credit Hours)
16
(108 Credit Hours)

Project Management
(two master’s degrees, graduate
certificate)
Environmental Assessment &
Environmental Geology
(master’s degrees, graduate
certificates)**
Exercise Science (bachelor’s degrees,
undergraduate certificate)

Biotechnology (bachelor’s degree)
Civil Engineering (master’s degrees,
graduate certificates)

Fall 2016

Applied Behavioral Science
(master’s degree, graduate certificate)

Fall 2018

37
(190 Credit Hours)

61
(344 Credit Hours)

Environmental Studies
(bachelor’s degree)

Fall 2019

9
(75 Credit Hours)

16
(281 Credit Hours)

Professional Management***
(graduate core courses)

Fall 2020

N/A
(0 Credit Hours)

N/A
(270 Credit Hours)

Health Sciences
(bachelor’s degree, two undergraduate
certificates)

Fall 2021

0
(0 Credit Hours)

24
(198 Credit Hours)

625
(4,740 Credit Hours)

710
(5,447 Credit Hours)
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*

PMGT and Exercise Science include credit hours of students enrolled in both online and in-person courses

Head count only includes students pursuing an Edwards Campus program degree. Student credit hours reflect all credit
hours generated including non-degree seeking students and those from the Lawrence and Medical Center campuses.
ꝉ

**Environmental Assessment began in Spring 2014 and Environmental Geology began in Spring 2019. These programs were
developed in collaboration with one another and have some shared curriculum.
***The Professional Management core courses support the professional needs of several JCERT graduate programs,
including Environmental Assessment, Environmental Geology, Project Management, and Professional Workplace
Communication, resulting in some enrollment shifting from individual program totals to these joint offerings.
Note: The total head counts of undergraduate students in JCERT programs may vary by semester primarily because they
tend to enroll back and forth between JCCC and KU Edwards Campus.
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